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DIRECTORATE FOR QUALITY AND STANDARDS IN EDUCATION 

Department of Curriculum Management  

Educational Assessment Unit 

 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2016 
 

FORM 2 SOCIAL STUDIES                  TIME: 1h 30min 
  

 

Name: _____________________________________                       Class: _______________ 

 

This examination paper consists of SEVEN sections (A, B, C, D, E, F and G). Students are 

requested to attempt ALL sections. Marks for each section appear between brackets or at the 

end of each exercise. 

 

Section A: Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct word. 

 

citizen norms unemployment participate compensation 

institutions monarchy consumerism help rules 

 

1. Humans cannot satisfy their wants on their own and therefore need the 

________________________ of others. 

2. The main aim of Local Councils is that citizens ________________________ more in the 

running of their town or village. 

3. ________________________ are behaviour rules that are often unwritten but everybody knows 

them just the same. 

4. Civic values are principles that one learns in order to be a good ________________________. 

5. Among the agents of socialisation we find ________________________ such as schools, the 

Church and sports.  

6. Without ________________________, no society can move forward. 

7. One of the effects of ________________________ is that humans feel a great void in their 

lives.  

8. ________________________ increase as a result of advertising because humans think that they 

need to buy more things in order to be happy.  

9. The consumer has many rights, including the right to ________________________. 

10. A state that is ruled by a king or queen is called a ________________________. 

                                      (10 marks) 

LEVELS         

 

5 – 6 – 7 – 8 

 

 

  

5-6-7-8 
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Section B: Match Column A with Column B by writing the number in the empty space as in 

example number 1. 

 

COLUMN A NUMBER COLUMN B 

1. The more time passes, the more 

humans realise that  
 

those around us through the process of 

socialisation. 

2. Character formation depends on   
one develops certain vices and a sense of 

rebellion. 

3. One of the reasons a person ends 

up unemployed is   
 what the agents of socialisation teach us.  

4. We learn our values from  and thus be wise and responsible. 

5. Population increase can lead to   as nonformal education.  

6. A consequence of 

unemployment can be that 
 the lack of work opportunities.  

7. Consumerism means that people  that has changed over time.  

8. Persons without values   
buy many things, even though they don’t 

need them.  

9. Consumers should look after 

their money and not spend 

needlessly  
1 others have needs like theirs. 

10. The family is another institution    harm themselves and society. 

11. The learning that we acquire 

during our life is considered   
 

because he/she does not know how to use 

modern technology.  

                   (10 marks) 

 

Section C: Choose by marking the right answer only. 

1. A person has a large network of contacts. This means he 

a)  knows a lot of people 

b)  is very busy  

c)  has many things to buy  

       

2. In a democracy we find the right of freedom of speech. This means that  

a)  we can all lie about one another  

b)  we can express our opinions without fear 

c)  we have to be quiet and say nothing 
 

3. Formal education is linked to   
a)  entertainment activities in our town  

b)  the curriculum, examinations and other assessments  

c) television and educational programmes 
 

4. We find many values in a democratic country such as 
a)  consumerism 

b)  spending money and using resources carelessly  

c)  equality and reciprocal respect  
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5. An extended family is one where  
a)  there are more than two generations in the same house  

b)  parents have an equal share in the running of the family  

c)  the couple has more than one house 
 

6. Among the duties of young consumers we find  
a)  not buying haphazardly and not spoiling the environment 

b)  showing respect towards workmates  

c)  being a good citizen by going to vote 
 

7. In the past the family was  
a)  consumeristic and with labour-saving technology  

b)  modern and with members who work outside the home  

c)  traditional and depending on agricultural work 
  

8. The contemporary family is    
a)  a family that depends on agricultural work  

b)  nuclear and symmetrical  

c)  one where life is simple and calm  
 

9. One of the advantages of a peer group is that in the group  
a)  there are personal interests, jealousy and selfishness   

b)  there is bullying through insults and gossiping  

c)  we all work together and share experiences 
 

10. Equal opportunities, pluralism and partecipation are  
a)  characteristics of democracy  

b)  common aspects of dictatorship  

c)  norms and customs in a monarchy  

                                                                                                                            (10 marks)                                         
 
 

Section D: Choose whether each statement is TRUE or FALSE by underlining the correct 

answer and give your reasons. 
 

1.  By time the family has not remained nuclear but became extended. True/False     

Why?  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.   Mass media are means of communication through which humans can continue to learn new 

values and  norms.  True/False 

Why?  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.   Religion is one of the many agents of socialisation. True/False 

Why?  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  Human socialisation begins when children start going to school. True/False  

Why?  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.   When consumers buy things they don’t need, they are harming the environment. True/False 

Why?  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 (2 marks x 5 = 10 marks) 
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Section E: Read well these situations and then answer ALL questions about them. 
 

1. Martina doesn’t know how to behave in class. She often talks and disturbs her classmates, 

doesn’t do the assigned work and arrives late for school. As her friend, what advice would you 

give her so that she has more self-discipline?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

2. Maria went to buy a hairdryer with her cousin. They took a long time going round shops and 

finally decided which one to buy. It was late and they were too tired to inspect the product 

properly. As the shop was about to close, Maria was given neither a receipt nor a guarantee. 

When she returned home and tried to use the product, it did not work. What mistakes did Maria 

make?   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

3. Josef’s grandmother received a leaflet from the Local Council where more transparency in 

budget-spending was promised. She asked Josef what transparency meant. What would you tell 

her?   

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

4. You and your classmates agreed to eat at a pizzeria to celebrate the start of the holidays. When 

you finished eating and got the bill, you discovered that the restaurant overcharged you and the 

bill contained food items you did not order. What should you do in this case? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 
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5. Matthew received €100 for his birthday. He decided to buy jeans and headphones from the 

internet. As a responsible consumer, what advice would you give him? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

(20 marks) 

 

 

Section F: Read the following passage and answer ALL the questions related to it. 

 

Amira and Sami are two siblings who live in a country where there is a lot of fear and violence. 

Instead of going to school daily, they have to go to the village square to sell vegetables and earn 

some money for the family. Their father was killed when a group of soldiers raided their 

neighbourhood after some people had protested for more freedom and rights. The President sent his 

soldiers who killed all those who were protesting.  

 

After this incident, rebel fighters came and killed the President’s soldiers and took over the running 

of the village. Instead of improving the situation, everything remained the same because the rebels 

are killing whoever disobeys them. Their elder brother decided to join the rebels because he thought 

that only they could bring social control to the country. Recently they heard their mother say that it 

would be better to flee to a safe country because their life is in danger every day.   

 

 

Questions  
 

1.  What type of political leadership does such a country have? Why do you think so?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (2) 

2.   Give FOUR examples of rights that citizens of democracies enjoy.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 
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3.   Contrast life in a dictatorial country with that in a democratic one by giving THREE examples.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (6) 

4.  Mention TWO rights which are being denied to Amira and Sami.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

5.  Mention FOUR duties that citizens of a democratic state have. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ (4) 

(20 marks) 

 

 

Section G: Choose ONE of the following titles and write between 150 and 180 words about it. 

 

1. Explain at length the process of socialisation. 

 

2. Why is work important for humans?  

 

3. Society benefits from civic values and responsabilities. Discuss.  

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 (20 marks) 


